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         A Note from the Principalõs Desk 

The PTA Mission:  

¶ To support and speak on behalf of children and youth in the schools and before govern-

ment agencies and other organizations that make decisions affecting children. 

¶ To assist parents in developing skills they need to raise and protect their children. 

¶ To encourage parent and public involvement in the schools of this nation. 

 

Thank you to our wonderful supportive community as 

weõve worked through changes at the beginning of our 

year. We have settled into our routine and our focus on 

teaching and learning.  

 A huge vote of appreciation to the Cokasõ family for 

coordinating the drawing and painting of our new char-

acter trait drawings in the cafeteria. Several staff mem-

bers and parents helped them in completing the artwork. 

They represent our Positive Behavior Support System and 

the Wake County Schoolsõ character traits. Students are 

visually reminded of the expectations for our school.  

 Early dismissal Wednesdays are being used to give 

teachers an opportunity to collaborate on student 

achievement and best practices. They are using multiple 

sources of data to look at subgroups and growth.  

 You will receive information on an area summit we 

will be holding September 24
th 

at Wakefield High School. 

Save the date to participate in discussions on how the 

community can help support us in our efforts to increase 

student achievement.  

 As always, thanks for your support of our staff and 

students.  

Mrs. Dennen  

September 2009 
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No -fuss fundraiser  

Last year the No-Fuss fundraiser was such a success that we're doing it again this year!  100% of 

your contribution is tax deductible and all money goes directly to the PTA to support our 

children.  Our goal is to raise enough money to support many of our service and events such as  

Cultural Arts, Red Ribbon, Week, and Teacher Grants. Currently we have raised $4100. 

 

Each grade level will have the opportunity to win a Popsicle party. Your donation will also enroll 

you as a member of the PTA.   

 

Additional information is posted on our website (www.wespta.org).   If you have any questions 

please email Cindi Ziegler at tziegler@nc.rr.com. 

 

E A G L E  N E W S  

Wakefield Elementary School Store  
First Friday of every month  

8:45-9:15 am/Front Lobby  

The School Store is the place to shop for items,  

 

MUSIC NOTES 

Music classes have had a great beginning!  Some of our students have already met the 
other music teacher Ruth Pardue, who is job sharing with Mrs. Garrett  this year. Ruth is a 
talented organist, flutist and music teacher in our county. Her other school is Turner Creek 
Elementary. 

5th graders are learning patriotic songs and their behind the scene stories. 4th graders 
are learning about the instrument played in the NC Symphony, they are beginning to prepare 
for their field trip later this year. 3rd graders are learning to read musical symbols that tell 
musicians how the navigate music. 2nd graders are learning about time signaturesðthe way 
musicians organize rhythm and beats. 1st graders are finding their chanting and singing voices 
through several fun songs that incorporate both. Kindergarteners are learning about their 
amazing voices, through songs that sing, talk, shout, and whisper. 

Wakefield Chorus news:  

Mrs. Garrett is still recovering from eye surgery, which has delayed starting Chorus. She will let 
you know when the start date will be.  Letters of interest will go home before any thing starts. 
News will also be posted on the music page of the WES site. 

http://www.wespta.org
mailto:tziegler@nc.rr.com


Classroom Connection 
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Kindergarten  

There is a new crop of kindergarteners to join 

Wakefield!  We are all looking forward to 

watching them grow academically and socially 

this year!  They are busy learning the 

Wakefield Way and earning feathers daily!.  

They are practicing routines and procedures 

and making progress each day.  Their first 

group project is the Personality Train.  They 

are all looking forward to learning about each 

other!  Please come and visit the kindergarten 

hallway to see all they are learning! 

We are off to a great start in third grade. We are 
excitedly planning our field trips for the year. We are 
diving into our new math program and seeing great 
results with our students. Students are working on 
comprehension skills and strategies while they read 
appropriate self-selected materials. We are excited to 
start the year with new Social Studies books and are 
working hard to learn about communities both large 
and small. We are gearing up to start our first science 
unit The Human Body where we learn about the 
skeletal and muscular system. We are looking 
forward to our field trip to the Poe Health Center in 
the upcoming months where we do hands on 
activities to extend our science instruction. 

We are working hard to earn feathers and 
Mrs. Booserôs, and Mrs. Woodwardôs classes have 
their eggs (20 feathers). Miss Dunbarôs and Mrs. 
Guthrieôs classes have their cracked eggs (50 
feathers). 

Third Grade  

First Grade  

We are off to a great start in first grade!  We 
have settled in and are working hard!  This 
first quarter first graders are working on 
developing number sense through the number 
99, working on sums and differences, and 
grouping using 2ôs, 5ôs, and 10ôs.  We have 
started reading groups, and writing in our 
writing notebooks too!  In science we are 
investigating living organisms.  One of the 
classes even has a class pet.  A spider we 
named Charlotte has made an enormous web 
right outside Mrs. Williamsô window.  The 
students have watched her build her web, 
catch a tasty meal, and now are anxiously 
awaiting her spiderlings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We have some awesome field trips planned 
for this and we canôt wait to share them with 
you in the next newsletter. 
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Some of you may be wondering what your chil-
dren are talking about when they say ñWe got 7 
feathers today!ò or ñOur egg cracked yester-
day!!ò Well the answer is PBS. PBS stands for 
Positive Behavior Support. The purpose of PBS 
is to provide assistance to teachers in develop-
ing more effective strategies for working with 
challenging behavior and to help teachers en-
courage positive behavior. "Our mission is to 
empower teachers and other adults with the 
skills needed to improve overall classroom and 
school climate to achieve higher academic per-
formance for all students" 
Last year we became a PBS school and have 
made many positive changes to our school en-
vironment. We have written and introduced be-
havior expectations for the hallway, bathroom 
and cafeteria. We have put in place a group 
reward system for students who follow the ex-
pectations called feathers. We encourage our 
students to SOAR everywhere you go. SOAR is 
an acronym for Show kindness, Operate safely, 
Act responsibly and Respect ourselves and 
others. We are very proud of the addition of 
WES the Eagle as a member of the PBS team. 
He is working hard with us to show all students 
and staff how to follow the Wakefield Way 

Positive Behavior Support  

Safety Reminders  

 With the start of another school year well underway, it is important to review helpful safety tips and 

reminders for both parents and children.  

Slow Down:  Please drive slowly and cautiously on Wakefield Pines Drive and on Wakefield Ele-

mentary drive way.  Several children walk and ride their bike to school and it is important to be on 

alert at all times.  

Pedestrian Safety Tips:  If your child walks or rides his/her bike to school, please remind them of 

the importance of following pedestrian safety tips. For example, it is not safe to run around in the 

school zone and it is extremely important to be on the lookout for cars at all times.   

Crossing Guard:  Please tell your children to never step off the sidewalk until the crossing guard 

signals the children to walk.  Several children have been relying only on the electronic signal at the 

school crossing and this can be extremely dangerous.   

Pets:  Please do not bring your pets with you to the school carpool area.  

Early Drop -off:  Please do not drop your children off at the school prior to 8:45am.  There is no 

supervision at this time. 
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Character Traits Showcased in the WES Cafeteria  

You may have noticed or heard about the recent artwork featuring children and different character traits on 

the walls of the school cafeteria. This was an exciting project that took many hours by volunteers to complete 

but it was truly a labor of love. Artist Bill Cokas, parent of fifth grade twin boys, spent hours drawing all the 

sketches on paper long before they hit the walls. His son Zachary, drew one of the characters featuring 

recycling. His wife Susan Cokas and other son Cameron Cokas also spent a few weekends transferring the 

images to the walls and then helped with the painting. They would like to thank some very outstanding 

volunteers who spent many hours of their weekend helping them with this worthwhile venture! Special thanks 

to Wakefield Elementary Cafeteria Manager Tina Brisson, who had the original idea to put artwork on the 

walls after visiting the 9th grade center and seeing their painted walls. This was her vision for our school. 

Another Cafeteria employee, Johnelle Florey, her husband David and son Taylor also came out to help with 

one of the painting days. The rest of our fantastic painters are: Winene Thomas, Shawn Thomas, Taylor Laible, 

Morgan Laible, Victoria Alford and her daughter Caitlyn Alford,  and Erin Dunbar. Thanks to the Cokas family 

for supplying all the cans of paint and to the Thomas family for brushes! 

Bill is still outlining of some of the images in the evening but it is 95 percent completed! The children seem to 

be enjoying looking at the images as they eat their lunch. We hope seeing character traits like "Kindness" and 

"Respect" make it an even more positive experience. 

 

We would like to recognize the following people who helped us in our major project of re-bagging 
and labeling our leveled book collection to make it available for teachers: Melanie Alexander, Louise 

Barber, Kim Barber, Matthew Davidson, Jennifer Grasso, Ali Lim, and Pam Welker. Many hours 

were spent by these people and we want to express our sincere appreciation. 

 

If anyone else is interested in helping teachers reshelf  books in our leveled bookroom (separate 

from the media center), please let us know. 

 Many thanks for all of Wakefield. 

 

Mary Jo Basile and Jean Hockenyos  

Literacy Specialists 


