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Welcome to the second semester of the school year! I am so proud 

of the hard work from our students and staff and the support of 

our parents. We will continue to examine data to determine the 

needs of our students and how to best enhance their 

instructional program.  

 Students should continue to bring home their òbaggy 

booksó for nightly reading. Please encourage your child to read 

each night and have parents sign their reading logs. This is a 

great opportunity to increase reading skills .   

 By the time this newsletter is distributed, the parent 

surveys on school calendar options will be complete. We will keep 

you informed of any implications the results may have on our 

school for the next school year. In the meantime, we will 

continue to plan for next year keeping our focus on student 

achievement. The Wake  County Schools website is an effective 

communication tool to keep you updated on current 

information also. ( www.wcpss.net )  

 We have several family events in the near future. Get 

involved and support your students and PTA!   

Mrs. Dennen  

February 2010 

Thank a Staff Member!  

Looking for a way to show a school 

staff member your appreciation? The 

PTA now has a "Staff Stars" program. 

On the table in the lobby you will find 

"Staff Stars" forms and a box. Fill out 

the form thanking a teacher, office 

personnel, or any school employee 

and place it in the box. The PTA will 

post them on the Bulletin Board next 

to the Computer Lab for everyone to 

see. If you are unable to get to the 

school, you can download one from 

the PTA website and your child can 

drop it in the box in the lobby. It's an 

easy way to say "Thank You" and let 

the staff know how much we 

appreciate them! 

Campbellôs Labels for Education is a 

program put in place by Campbellôs to help 

them show their commitment to supporting 

Americaôs schools. Campbellôs is offering 

our school valuable points that are 

redeemable for much needed items for 

every Campbellôs soup label that is turned 

in. Simply clip the UPCs from the soup can 

and hand them in to help us get items to 

enrich our school. Your clipped UPCs can 

be handed into your childôs teacher or 

placed in the designated Campbellôs 

collection bin in the front lobby. Wakefield 

Food Lion has also agreed to keep a 

collection bin in their store for dropping off 

UPCs to make it more convenient. Please 

help us by handing in those UPCs. This is 

an easy way for our school to earn 

educational resources! 

http://www.wcpss.net/


Volunteers Needed for Teacher Appreciation  

 A big òThank Youó is in order to all the moms who participated in the last soup luncheon for the 

Wakefield Elementary School teachers.  Multiple appreciative comments were made by the staff members as they 

enjoyed the lunch you provided, and we all want to make sure you know we are grateful for your efforts and 

generosity.   

If you happened to miss the opportunity to donate a savory soup, not to worry, there will be several opportunities to 

show the teachers that you care, coming up.  The next (and last) soup luncheon of the school year will be hosted on 

February 12th.  And, we will be taking donations of baked goods on the òearlyó early release days (February 17th, 

March 10th and April 21st).   Please contact Julie via email at julie.fulmer@gmail.com if you would like to donate an 

item for one of these dates, or if you would like to be reminded of the opportunities as they come. Thanks again for all 

your help last semester.  Together we can let our teachers know how much we care.  
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E A G L E  N E W S  

Stars of Wakefield Talent Show  
Students if you have a special talent you would like to share, this is YOUR chance!  On March 11th, 2010, 
Wakefield Elementary will hold its annual talent show! All students are eligible and performance ideas may 
include, singing, dancing, magic, playing instruments, or another special talent (Please no lip syncing, or music 
with lyrics allowed).  Dress rehearsal will be held March 4th @ 5:30. All performers should be in full costume 
along with props at the dress rehearsal to be in the Talent Show! Look for more information in the Monday 
folders!! 
  
We will need many volunteers for this wonderful event sponsored by Right Track Academy, Miltonôs Pizza and 
VIP Formal Wear!   
Parents, if you would like to volunteer in any capacity, please contact Lia Watson @ lswatson@nc.rr.com or 
Stacy Hinton @ stacyrealtor@hotmail.com. 

Congratulations to the students who won our local Reflections Contest!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank Three Oaks Photography (located in the Factory) for their help judging the photography division.  We would also 

like to thank Mrs. Cunningham for her help judging the literature division.  She is a sixth grade language arts teacher at Wakefield Middle 

school.  Another teacher from the middle school, the art teacher, Mrs. Wiggins, was the judge for the visual arts division.  Thank you! 

B-I-N-G-O!! 

  

The PTA held their first Family Fall Bingo Night in October 

and it was a HUGE success!! Children were encouraged to 

wear their costumes and there were witches, hockey 

players, chickens and even a piece of sushi concentrating 

hard while waiting for their numbers to be called.  Prizes 

ranged from candy to school store items to gift certificates 

from local businesses.  The night would not have been 

possible without the help of volunteers - a HUGE thanks to 

Mrs. Cooper, Mrs. Woodward, Mr. Gilewicz, Miss Dunbar, 

Mrs. Alford, Mrs. Kosar, Marika Yeh, Stacey Nelson, 

MaryBeth Cristinziano, Amanda Viele, Starlynn Nipper &  

Jim Franco. 

¶ Sarah Allen - winner for  the grades 3-5 literature division ¶ Mia Gerdts - winner for the grades 3-5 photography division 

¶ Caitlyn Alford - winner for the grades 3-5 visual arts division ¶ Conor Merrin - winner of the grades k-2 visual arts division 

¶ Jamie Gerdts - winner for the grades k-2 photography division     

PTA General Membership meeting  

March 11, 6:00p.m. 

A brief general PTA meeting will be held at the 

beginning of the Talent show.  



Kindergarten notes  
The Kindergarten team has enjoyed the first semester of 

school and are continually amazed watching our kids grow in 

all areas!  We are working as a team to meet all their needs 

and are anxious to see their growth as 3rd quarter roles along.  

We plan to celebrate many special days over the next few 

weeks while all six classes are tracked in.  We have Valentine's 

Day along with our 100th day of school!  We will also 

celebrate Pattern Day where the kids will have opportunities 

to create numerous patterns with different materials and come 

to school dressed in pattern clothing.  Towards the end of 

February, we will celebrate Sick Day.  On this day, the kids will 

come to school in their pajamas and pretend to be sick for the 

day.  We will discuss the importance of staying healthy and 

what germs are exactly!  We may even go home with a case of 

the chicken pox!  There will also be a big focus on each child's 

reading instruction along with building our sight word 

vocabulary. 

Carolina Hurricanes and Harris Teeter Presented:  

Together In Education Nights!  

The Carolina Hurricanes and Harris Teeter teamed up with our PTA 

once again for the 2009-2010 school year.  We hope every one that 

bought tickets for their friends or family will enjoy watching the 

CANES in action!!  Together we raised $286.00 for Wakefield 

Elementary School!!  Thank you for continuing to support our 

school!! GO CANES  

 

 

Art News 

I am looking forward to the New Year, 2010. The NC 
Museum of Art will re-open in April to a new 127,000 
square foot building. I hope all of you will find time this 
spring to take your child to the museum. We are on 
the verge of several up coming Art Exhibits in which 
our students will participate. The first, the Wake 
Education Partnership, 2010 Gifts of Gold will have 
artwork on display at the Memorial Auditorium, 
downtown Raleigh. Wakefield Elementary students 
will also participate in the 2010 Visual Art Gallery 
Exhibit and at the North Carolina State Credit Union 
(Wakefield Branch). I will forward more information as 
the dates get closer in future newsletters. Teaching 
Art is about encouraging students to discover and 
understand the work of other artists, from cave 
drawings to modern art, as well as their own personal 
style. So, please encourage your child to draw at 
home, create something new with pen/pencils as well 
as a mouse (computer)! 

          Helen Miles, Art Specialist 

Third Grade  
The Third Grade is having a wonderful Winter. In 
January, we attended the show Aladdin at Wakefield 
High School. The students thoroughly enjoyed the 
play and the student actors. Watching the play rein-
forced the elements of drama and fictional texts. Be 
on the lookout for our next project, while will be in the 
area of Writing. Students will create a book following 
the writing process. They will be published into a 
hardback book and they will receive a free copy. 
Donôt worry, you may purchase extra copies! 
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PTA HELP WANTED  

  

Are you looking for ways you can get more involved and make a difference in your child's education? 

The 2010-2011 school year will be here before you know it and the PTA is currently putting into 

place a nominating committee to fill PTA Board positions for next year.  If you think you may be 

interested in serving on the board or would like more information about the different positions please 

contact Mary Beth Cristinziano at 556-2134 or mbcristinziano@yahoo.com. This is a great way to get 

involved and meet new people! 

Academically Gifted Program News  

Nominations for the Academically Gifted Program will be 

accepted between January 1 and February 5, 2010.  

These nominations are primarily for current fourth grade 

students who did not qualify last spring or students new 

to WCPSS.  For questions or to nominate your child, 

please email Ms. Beguhl, AG Resource Specialist at 

rbeguhl@wcpss.net  



Many thanks...to all our Book Fair Volunteers who helped make this year a success! The book fair raised over 

$2900 which will go towards the WES media center. Our volunteers were:  

Adrienne Valentino, Angelique Hugee, Angie Mason, Audra Smith, Beth Murray, Carmela Donley, Celeste Devine, Christine 

Dodaro, Christy Karmanos, Eleanore Coleman, Ellen Horowitz, Gretchen Swank, Jackie Johnson, Jeff Caulway, Jennifer Grasso, 

Joanne Bald, Julie Fulmer, Julie Sperrazza, Kate Pirrung, Kelli Franco, Kim Caulway, Kristy Bird, Kristy Yashinsky, Leigh Kimball, 

Maria Ismay, Marika Yeh, Mary Beth Cristinziano, Meredith Furr, Michelle Flynn, Nicole Rubin, Sabra Ivey, Seema Seth, Sharon 

Gerard, Starlynn Nipper, Susan Geary, Tanisha Johnson, Tiffany Dunkleberg, Victoria Jenny, Wendy Melchiore, Winene Thomas. 

The PTA would like to thank the many local businesses for their generous support of our students and school for the 2009-

2010 school year. Support our businesses as they have supported our school!  

Soaring Eagle $1000+ 

Mimi's Café   Galligan Family Dentistry  World Champion Tae Kwon Do 

Carolina Pediatric Dentistry at Wakefield, Dr. E. Laree Johnson   Dr. Herbert Land, DDS, PA 

  

Bald Eagle $750-$999  

Kerr Drug 

  

Golden Eagle $500-$749 

Milton's Pizza & Pasta 

  

True Eagle $250 -$499 

Polar Ice House   Carolina Residential Construction  

  

Crested Eagle $50 -$249 

Blue Water Spa   MVP Sports    Young's Gymnastics 

 Jumpin' Beans   Wake Forest Family Eye Care  Lucy Jevon @ Cris Scott Hair Studio 

Fiesta Mexicana 

The 2009 Wakefield Elementary Family to Family Giving Tree was a huge success!  Many children in our school were 

blessed by others (most of whom attend our school and many Wakefield staff, too) with clothes and coats and toys, items 

many of us take for granted.  A big thank you to all who came inside our school lobby and grabbed a snowflake off of our 

Giving Tree with a child in need this season. Our generous school community gave gifts to 178 children in 87 families who 

are part of Wakefield Elementary School.  WOW that is wonderful!  And there was such joy and excitement and 

appreciation on the families faces who received the gifts - they were touched by all of your generosity!  In addition, thank 

you to the Kiwanis Club and Wake Forest Federal for their gift donations to help our children here at Wakefield! 

  

The success also is due to many people who helped the project from beginning through to the end.  Thank you to 

Mrs. Williams, Ms. Bagley and all the wonderful hardworking office staff who completely helped us in so many ways!  

Thank you to a great group of volunteers mentioned below for their time, hard work, monetary contributions, laughs and 

assistance in Mrs. Hodges room, loading sleighs to deliver the gifts and truly exemplifying the real meaning of Christmas 

and the Holiday season-GIVING. 

  

Allison McNamara, Lin Navarro, Amber Cole, Starlynn Nipper, Michelle Flynn, Leigh Kimball, Lia Watson, Shauna Shwarz, 

Wendy Melchiorre, Victoria Jenny, Kristy Yashinsky, Jennifer Corigliano, Lisa Davidson, Ravit Kohan, Jackie Johnson, 

Janice Lewis, Sabra Ivey, Christine Dodaro, Monica Henao, Michelle Rice, Crystal Hodge, Crystle Dickinson, Pamela 

Williams, Tiana Davis.  Please accept our apologies if we have forgotten someone!  Thank you ALL for helping to make 

the Giving Tree such a big success!   
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Father -Daughter Dance -  Remember to mark your calendars for Saturday, February 20th. That is 

the date of this year's Father-Daughter dance.  All tracks should have received their flyer in their 

Monday folder already. Please go to http://wespta.org if you need to print another copy.  In order to 

plan for the food please submit your payments no later than February 12th.  If you are interested in 

helping that night,  please contact Stacey Nelson at staceynelson8@yahoo.com.  
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WES PTA Calendar of Events 

Feb 5   School store opens 8:45-9:15am  
  Spirit Day: dress up as what you want  
  to be when you grow up!  
  CogAT 101 for all Grade 3 parents (9:15am) 
Feb 11  CogAT 101 for all Grade 3 parents (5p.m.) 
Feb 12  Soup Lunch for Staff 
Feb 17  Early Release 
Feb 20  Father-Daughter Dance 
Mar 3  Spirit Night at Chilis 
Mar 5  Spirit Day: wear a funky tie or scarf today!  
Mar 10  Early Release 
Mar 11  Talent Show/PTA General Meeting 
Mar 19  Newsletter deadline 
Apr 5  Newsletter goes home 
Apr 9    Spirit Day: It is teddy bear and pajama  
  ŘŀȅΗ  .ǳǘ ƴƻ ǎƴƻƻȊƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΗ  
Apr 14  Spirit Night at Barnes & Noble 
Apr 21  Early Release 
Apr 24  Mother-Son Night 
May 6  General Membership Meeting 
May 7    Spirit Day: make it a wacky hair day!   
  !ŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ ōŜŀŘǎΣ ƎŜƭΧΦ 
June 4     Spirit Day: Silly Sock Dayτ  bright socks,  
  ǎǘǊƛǇŜŘ ǎƻŎƪǎΣ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƻŎƪǎΧΦ 
June 7  Newsletter goes home 

 Red Ribbon Week  
Thank all the parents, staff, and students that made our Red Ribbon Week a success. The children gained valuable 
information in the area of drug awareness. They supported the anti-drug theme by making our huge ribbon that was 
displayed in the front lawn and by wearing their red wrist bands. We were also able to help the Back Pack Buddies program, 
which feeds hungry children in our own school, through the generous donations of students and parents. We donated two 
trunk loads of food to the program.  Way to go Wakefield!  A special thanks goes to the following women for their time and 
efforts, Celeste Massie, MaryBeth Cristinziano, Linmery Navarro, Seema Seth, and Margaret Lynn Williams. 

 

Thanks to everyone who supported our school by handing in box tops. The fall collection for box tops was a huge 
success and our school ended up collecting 16,797 box tops!! The winners from each grade level have been posted 
on the web page and in the school hallway. We have yet another competition under way, and it ends 
February 20

th
.  Please keep clipping away, and send those box tops in to your childôs teacher!!  

A big thanks to Gretchen Goodwin, Joanne Bald, Kimberly Bey, Amy Dillard, Christine Dodaro, Jennifer Grasso, 
Karen Hughes, Molly McDaniel, Tara Parris, Seema Seth, Arshiya Siddiqui, Audra Smith, and Sharon VanDyke for 
helping to finalize our grand total of box tops!! 
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DURANT ROAD DURANT ROAD Musical Theatre 
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American Girl 
Track - Out Camp   

�ŠFrom the beloved American Girl collection 
�ŠGuaranteed to educate and entertain your child 
�ŠCraft materials included 
�ŠOne week camp, M-F, 10 AM - 2 PM  
�ŠOne act performance at end of camp for parents 
�ŠTo register, visit our website or call the Theatre 
 

www.kidslovemusic.com    919 - 844 - 3228  

**THURSDAY'S ARE TEACHER AND STUDENT**         

**DISCOUNT DAY - $5.00 OFF ANY WASH**  

 


